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ADDED SAFETY

Double masking key to beating
double mutant
Three Covid Versions Are In Circulation In
Gujarat: Experts
PAUL.JOHN@TIMESGROUP.COM

Ahmedabad:

Wearing double masks, ensuring social distancing, putting precautions in
place at home in case visitors drop by, and avoiding crowded areas are the key
to navigating this pandemic, according to experts. In Gujarat, three Covid
virus versions have been in circulation over the past few months, according to
the information published on the website of the GISAID, a worldwide Covid
information collaboration platform. The information on Covid variants found
in Gujarat has been reported to the GISAID by a team of scientists of the
Indian SARSCoV-2 Consortium on Genomics (INSACOG). It is a grouping of
10 national laboratories established by the Union ministry of health.

A cursory glance at the information available on the public platform
suggests that there are 34 variants of the double mutant Indian SARSCoV-2
B.1.617; one variant of the B.1.525 SARS-CoV-2 which was first detected in
Nigeria and the UK in December 2020; and four variants of the B.1.351 which
was mainly found in South Africa. “One key question that bothers us today is
whether these mutations if present in the same state together can overcome
the natural immunity from past infections,” says a public health expert,
speaking on the condition of anonymity. “It is a crucial area of study and
Covid samples need to be genetically sequenced here to detect their infection
rate and epidemiology so that we can plan ahead.”

Last week, INSACOG had updated GISAID about 529 variants of the double
mutant B.1.617+ Covid virus in Maharashtra, 62 variants in Karnataka, and
133 variants in West Bengal. The Gujarat virological data was submitted to the
GISAID in February. According to the GISAID, the first report of the B.1.617’s
presence in Gujarat was reported on February 2 this year with three samples
testing positive for the double mutant. On February 3, two samples showed
the mutant’s presence; and then on February 6, three more samples showed
the double mutant virus.

mailto:Paul.John@timesgroup.com


5/4/2021 The Times Of India - Ahmedabad | 03/05/2021 | 2

https://epaper.timesgroup.com/olive/apa/timesofindia/Print.Article.aspx?mode=text&href=TOIA%2F2021%2F05%2F03&id=Ar00212 2/2

The GISAID platform is maintained by the governments of Germany, the
official host; Singapore; and the US. It provides open access to genomic data
of influenza viruses and the coronavirus responsible for Covid-19 pandemic.

Patients wait in ambulances and private vehicles for admission to
Dhanvantari Hospital in the city on Sunday


